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Students let their lights shine at MLK
Celebration
By Debbie Eckelkamp

‘

April 6, 2011

The talents of many students were on display during the annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration
this year in Doerr Chapel.
The event, which took place on Jan. 21, started off with senior Mirita Smiley’s opening prayer and was
followed by a poem read by junior Michael Horn. The poem, titled “The Call,” called for an end to
injustice towards minorities, and for a more tolerant society.
Junior Lauren Zak paid tribute to Mother Theresa with her speech. “She inspires me to be a change I
wish to see in the world,” Zak said.
Many in the audience were impressed with the performances by the band Live Culture, which featured
vocals by Fontbonne alumnus Zack Weber. The group performed a rendition of the Leonard Cohen
song “Hallelujah” as well as John Lennon’s “Imagine.”
“They were very professional and their selection of songs was very appropriate,” says Director of
Student Activities and Leadership Development Chris Gill.
Ray Mungai, senior, read a prayer, while senior Brittane Smothermanm quoted a passage from
scripture, adding that Martin Luther King, Jr. “stood for love.”
Sophomore Izzy Liu then struck a high note with the crowd by singing “Up to the Mountain” by Patty
Griffin. Michelle Beckett, admission data coordinator for the OPTIONS program, read a passage
about standing strong in the face of adversity.
Finally, junior Libby Brauss talked about how children she met on a service trip in Belize inspired her
with their friendliness and hospitality.
Brauss explained that she learned how to care for someone besides yourself from these children and
from the service group she travelled to Belize with.
She also spoke of the generosity of a family in Belize that opened their home and fed the group, even
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though they barely had enough to feed themselves.
The keynote speaker at the event was the University’s president Dr. Dennis Golden, who recently
received the Distinguished Education/Community Service Award for 2011 from the MLK State
Celebration Commission.
The president shared his own experiences with racial prejudice as a Boston Patriots football player,
recalling the segregated restaurant his team once dined at.
Golden had another message to give the crowd: education is key. He explained this idea using the
words of Benjamin E. Mays, civil rights activist and mentor to Martin Luther King, Jr.: “Education is
not designed merely to live one above his fellows—to enable one to make a living, to keep the strong
off his back; but rather its purpose is to help equip his fellows—to elevate the masses, the less
fortunate.”
Several items were passed around to the crowd during the ceremony to commemorate the day,
including pins which Dr. Golden explained symbolized racial equity, justice, and harmony.
The crowd also read a passage written by John Masefield that echoed Golden’s sentiment about the
importance of education.
Attendees received flyers with a collage depicting iconic moments of the Civil Rights Movement and
information about King’s life.
Overall, the event seemed to be an inspiration to those who attended. “I want to make a difference.
The poems were awesome. Dr. Golden’s speech was funny, but empowering,” says sophomore Andrea
Coffey.
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Ecoforum offers students advice for going green
By Rayniesha Lovelace ¿ April 8, 2011
Some of the best environmentally-friendly minds at the University were in one place on Feb. 3, as the
Mission and Heritage Committee and Environmental Club hosted an Eco Forum in the Dunham
Student Activity Center.
A forum panel included Elmer Schneider, associate vice president for facilities, Leslie Johnson,
assistant director of Residential Life, and Marielle Counts, president of the Environmental Club. The
presenters revealed what Fontbonne is already doing to “go green” as well as steps students can take
to help the environment on their own.
During the forum, several measures have recently been adopted by the University for “greening” the
campus were mentioned, such as the use of green cleaning products by the Environmental Services
department and the introduction of “Trayless Thursdays” in the Ryan Hall Cafeteria to cut down on
hot water used for cleaning dishes.
Johnson stressed the importance of buying from local vendors like farmers markets and suggested
shopping for clothes at resale and thrift stores, while Schneider listed ways that the University has tried
to stay environmentally-friendly during the building of Anheuser-Busch Hall:
• Construction materials used for the project were high- recycle content.
• Kitchen materials from the building were donated to those in need instead of being thrown away.
• The parking lot that was created for construction workers will be taken down and transformed back
into green space.
•All of the classrooms in the new AB building have energy-efficient windows and light bulbs.
Johnson stressed the importance of buying from local vendors like farmers markets and suggested
shopping for clothes at resale and thrift stores. She also presented ways in which students can reduce,
reuse, and recycle (and save money) at home and on campus:
The University’s reusable thermal mugs entitles students to free drink refills in the cafeteria and in the
DSAC.
•Turn the lights off when you leave, open the blinds during the daytime, unplug all electronic items not
in use and switch to power saving options on
electronic devices.
•Refill printer cartridges until they can no longer be used.
•Bath every other day to reduce water usage, use less shampoo and soap products and reuse towels
throughout the week.
• Buy in bulk sizes at Sam’s or Wal-Mart and carry reusable shopping bags. Some stores may take five
cents off of your purchase if you bring your own
reusable bag.
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FAB hosts first-ever “Sibs Weekend
By Megan Myers ' April 8, 2011

Mario Kart, bowling, basketball and pizza: 12-year-old Michael Kleekamp’s first taste of college life
was pretty sweet, thanks to his big sister, Monica.
As chair of the special events planning committee of the Fontbonne Activities Board, junior Monica
Kleekamp was behind this year’s first ever Sibs Weekend at the University, Feb. 11-13.
The event was open to Fontbonne traditional students with siblings in first grade through high school
and featured a busy lineup of games, food and entertainment.
Twenty-five people attended the three-day event, which Kleekamp called “a time when brothers and
sisters could come together and experience the world of college.
First-year student Erica Hatchett says she enjoyed playing tour guide to her nine-year old relative,
Emily. On Saturday morning, the pair made Valentine’s Day cards for Karen House, a charity that
benefits homeless women and children.
In the Dunham Student Activity Center, they made signs to cheer on the men’s and women’s
basketball teams during home games that afternoon.
The visit seems to have made a big impression on little Emily. “She’s now opening her mind up to
maybe going away to college,” Erica says. “She’s kind of seeing that it’s fun.”
Hatchett, who plans to become a teacher, says she’s thankful for her supportive family, and would like
to see more family-oriented events on campus.
Watching the Griffins on the court was a highlight of the weekend for junior Libby Brauss’ cousins
Marla, 13, and Clara, 11. After stealing a dance with Gunner during half-time, the two were impressed
with the mascot’s moves. “He’s feisty,” Clara says.
Meals were provided throughout the event, beginning with a build-your-own ice cream sundae party
on Friday night. On Saturday, early birds were treated to a continental breakfast, followed by Jimmy
John’s sandwiches for lunch and pizza for dinner.
Participants needed all the energy they could get for the Sibling Olympics on Saturday night as they
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took turns competing at the Wii game “Mario and Sonic at the Olympics.” The games took place in the
Griffin’s Nest on the fourth floor of Medaille Hall. Many in the group also played Mario Kart and Just
Dance II for Wii.
“Sixth-grader Alex Graddy enjoyed watching her older sister, senior Taylor Albert, battle for the gold
medal in Wii tennis against Brent Hickenbottom, the University’s assistant director of student
development. “I love Fontbonne, I really want to come here,” Graddy said.
While bowling with the group at Tropicana Lanes on Friday night, first-year student William Winkeler
and younger sisters Erin, 16, and Kristina, 14, enjoyed some healthy sibling rivalry. Nevertheless, the
trio was glad to spend time together.
“Because he’s away now, it’s making us closer,” Erin says. “I’m kind of nervous to go to college and
it’s easier having someone else do it before you."
Erin says she was surprised by “how laid back college is.” She noted that compared to high school
students, college students “don’t have as much of a problem being themselves.”
What didn’t surprise the girls about the visit with their big brother?
“His room is kind of a mess,” Erin says.
With their parents’ permission, some of the young visitors stayed overnight in their siblings’ dorm
rooms. On Sunday morning, brunch was provided for students and their families, followed by an
“interfaith mass” held in the Doerr Chapel.
The event’s organizers say they’ve received positive feedback from participants, and planning for next
year’s Sibs Weekend is already underway.
“We hope to grow the event over the next few years into something really big and exciting that all of
Fontbonne can be proud of,” Kleekamp says.
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GriffinNet web portal to debut in fall
By Elizabeth Brennan ' April 8, 2011
It won’t enable time travel, but a new portal on the University website called GriffinNet is opening up
new frontiers of cyberspace for students, faculty, and staff.
By clicking the link on the home page or by typing in griffinnet.fontbonne.edu, users can conveniently
access their e-mail, the University calendar and Blackboard, all from one web page.
The University community currently accesses email and Blackboard through Fontbonne’s home page.
However, this site is primarily designed for “external constituencies,” or the general public, according
to Mark Franz, vice president of information technology.
GriffinNet provides the University’s internal community with its own section of the site, and delivers
quick access to pages frequented by students, faculty, and staff.
When completed in fall 2011, the GriffinNet portal will require users to log in with a University
username and password.
When GriffinNet is finished, students will be able to use the site to register for classes and
communicate with the Financial Aid Department and the Registrar’s Office.
A message posted on the portal states that “admission tracking, financial aid account access, and
customized calendars will all be available” at the completed site.
Faculty will also be able to make appointments and share downloadable documents through the portal.
For now, GriffinNet is still under development and does not require a password. Visitors can use its
features to reset their passwords, enroll in the text message alert program, and read the latest edition of
Tableaux online.
A list of “quick links” is also included on the site, with links to the Library web page and the official
University calendar.
Franz says that, in order to get GriffinNet up and running, a new version of Student Information
Management must be installed. He says the news version will offer “a greater variety of features and
functionality than the current system.”
Testing of the Information Management system is scheduled to begin this semester and will continue
into the summer.
GriffinNet and the new Information Management System are expected to be fully operational by fall
2011.
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Lee McKinney enters SLIAC Hall of Fame
By Cassandra Bremer J April 8, 2011

Adding to Coach Lee McKinney’s notable career, he is now being honored as one of the four
inductees into the Saint Louis Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (SLIAC) for 2011.
Coach McKinney has served for 23 years as the Athletic Director and 24 years as the head coach of
the men’s basketball team.
McKinney has also accumulated over 800 career wins as a coach, 500 of them with the Griffins, and
currently holds the record at the University for most career victories as men’s basketball coach.
In 1992, Coach McKinney was inducted into the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame, as well as the
University’s Hall of Fame in 2000.
In the spring of last year, SLIAC announced that McKinney would be presented with the first
Distinguished Service Award, which is an annual award given to the individual that served or
competed in the SLIAC and best exemplifies the qualities of leadership, dedication, service and
perseverance, according to the SLIAC web site.
Upon learning of McKinney’s retirement, the SLIAC decided to rename the award the Lee McKinney
Distinguished Service Award.
During McKinney’s career at the University, he has coached the men’s basketball team in winning
three conference titles in 1994, 1995 and 2009 as well as five SLIAC tournament championships in
1994, 1996, 2007, 2008, and 2009.
Additionally, McKinney coached in the NCAA Division III National Tournament in 1996, 2007, 2008
and 2009.
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Mustard Seed Theatre up for eight Kevin Kline
Awards
By Carly Reidt

‘

April 8, 2011

The University’s Mustard Seed Theater looks poised for a growth spurt with eight Kevin Kline Award
nominations.
Four of these nominations are for the company’s production of “The Chosen,” based on the novel by
Chaim Potok which tells the post-World War II story of two teenage boys who come from different
Jewish backgrounds.
The nominations for the production include best supporting actor for Richard Lewis, associate
professor of communications and deaf disorders, and outstanding director for Deanna Jent, fine arts
professor and theater founder.
“The Chosen” has also been nominated for best ensemble and best production.
The theater had its start in 2007 with its establishment on campus by Deanna Jent, who had a clear
idea of its mission. “I was looking for a way that our theater majors could get professional theater
experience while they were still students,” Jent says.
“At the same time, I had been directing at a lot of other professional companies. I had scripts that dealt
with social justice or faith issues and it occurred to me that I could put those together and have a
company here that explored those issues.”
Jent, who holds a doctorate degree in theater from Northwestern University, has held jobs as a critic
for the Riverfront Times and as a freelance director for various professional companies around St.
Louis.
Exploration of religious and social themes has proven to be a success for Mustard Seed. The company
has been nominated for Kevin Kline Awards every year, winning four: best set design and best lighting
design for “Remnant” in 2007 and best supporting actor and best supporting actress for “Smoke on the
Mountain” in 2008.
However, as Jent notes, this is the first time the theater has been up for so many awards at once. This
is the fifth time she has been nominated for directing.
“It’s thrilling to be recognized for work that’s hard to see. You can see what the actors do and the
designers made,” Jent says. “It’s nice to be recognized for invisible work.”
While Jent was nominated for her work behind the production, faculty member Richard Lewis was
nominated for the best supporting actor Kevin Kline for his portrayal of Reb Saunders, Danny’s father,
in “The Chosen.”
Saunders and his son are both Hasidic Jews, whose beliefs, according to Lewis, are “very orthodox,
resistant to change, some might say rigid.”
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The story follows Danny as he develops a friendship with Reuven Malter and struggles with his
relationship with his father, Reb. “He employs silence in educating his son,” explains Lewis of his
character. “He never talks to his son except when studying the Torah. He sees that his son needs this
companionship that he doesn’t get at home.”
Lewis started acting in high school. “Since coming to St. Louis ten years ago,” he says, “there was
very little time when I was not in plays.” Lewis even met his wife, Nancy Lewis, through the theater.
She received the first best actress Kevin Kline in 2006.
Recent alumnus David Chandler played the role of Danny and was mentioned in the citation for the
best ensemble nomination.
“It was indeed an honor to be a part of a play that was so well received. The time I spent with the cast
and crew of ‘The Chosen’ will always be a fond,” says Chandler.
“I am proud and thrilled knowing that the St. Louis community and the Kevin Kline Awards
association recognizes the talents of the ensemble and the overall production of ‘The Chosen.’ I was
happy to have gotten the opportunity to play such a great role with so many talented people.”
Jent enjoyed having the opportunity to work with Chandler. “It was thrilling for me as a teacher to be
able to cast one of my students professionally. To watch him compete with other actors and win the
part was just an extra wonderful thing,” she says.
Jent had not expected eight nominations. “You hope so. You try to do real, quality work. I think
because we have students working with us as interns, it pushes us to do more high-quality works so the
students get the best experience.”
This is the sixth year of the award ceremony, which honors professional theater productions in the St.
Louis area in twenty-two different categories. Native St. Louisan Kevin Kline, whom the awards are
named after, is a graduate of the Priory School.
Among his list of career accomplishments are two Tony Awards and an Academy Award. This year’s
winners will be announced on March 28 at the Loretto-Hilton Theater at Webster University.
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Play explores C.S. Lewis’ relationship with
American poet
By Cassandra Bremer 1 April 8, 2011

“See yourself in the mirror, you’re separated from yourself. See the world in the mirror, you’re
separated from the mirror. I don’t want that separation anymore,” says Joy Gresham (Kelley Ryan) in
the Mustard Seed Theatre production of “Shadowlands.”
The play, based on the life of author C. S. Lewis, follows the friendship and correspondence of Lewis,
(“Jack” in the play), and Joy Davidman Gresham, an American poet and fan of Lewis.’ Directed by
Deanna Jent, the play ran from Jan. 28 to Feb. 13.
While visiting Jack in Oxford, England, Joy receives word from her husband in New York that he is
leaving her for another woman. After returning to the states, she decides to move to Oxford with her
eight year old son, Douglas (Jackson Mabrey).
“Shadowlands” unravels slowly, like the main characters’ relationsip, with humorous contributions
from Kelley Ryan, who plays Joy Gresham, and B. Weller, who plays Professor Christopher Riley.
Courtney Sanazaro’s set design helped create an atmosphere that balanced the reality of the play with
the fantasy in the life of C. S. Lewis. Another nod to Lewis’ books is a wardrobe on the set, which is
frequently visited by Douglas Gresham, Joy’s son (played by Jackson Mabrey).
Perhaps the most memorable comedic scene was when Weller’s character, Professor Christopher Riley
jokes that Lewis would have to change his novel to the “Lion, Witch, and the Clothing Closet” for
Americans.
During Barker’s reading of Joys letters, the audience erupted into laughter at Joy’s changes in belief
from Judaism to communism to atheism and finally Christianity. The readings also reveal the
importance of Lewis’ Christian faith in his life.
The second act takes a more dramatic turn, as romantic tension begins to build between Gresham and
Lewis. The dynamics of their relationship are complicated by Lewis’ beliefs, as Joy is a divorcee.
Further adding to the crisis, Joy is diagnosed with late-stage bone cancer.
The emotional crisis of the second act, augmented by strong performances by Barker, Ryan and
Mabrey, brought many in the audience to tears.
Overall, “Shadowlands,” offered an insightful glimpse into the love of C. S. Lewis and Joy Gresham.
The play demonstrated how life cannot truly be lived without love and loss.
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Returning players, off-season training give
tennis team an edge this year
By Cassandra Bremer ' April 8, 2011
After concluding last season with a record of 1-9 for the men, and 1-10 for the women, the tennis
teams plan on continuing last season’s improvements.
The team aims to make a serious impact in the Saint Louis Intercollegiate Athletic Conference
(SLIAC) this season.
“In the past, we’ve been a pretty low-commitment sport as we tried to just build the program up, but
now we’ve got the talent to start taking things more seriously and really challenging our opponents,”
says junior co-captain Andrew Cohen.
Alumni Stephen Werkmeister’s recruiting efforts over the past two seasons, as well as a change in the
coaching staff has helped turned the team into a more serious program, says Cohen.
“I feel as though it is known around the school that our tennis program has not always been the
hottest, but since we’ve had Coach Adam Franke, I feel as though the dynamic of the team has
changed and players have a completely different attitude.” says junior co-captain T.J. Eggleston.
Before the season started, the team was lifting in the weight room and looking to win more matches as
a team.
“In the off-season, we have focused on working on our game, improving our serves, backhands, and
just getting in practice when we can,” Eggleston says. “
“We have also been working on getting our team to work out together and be in shape for the season.”
Additionally, the team has made an effort to work together outside of practice.
“We have done a lot of improving our team chemistry as we hang out with each other both on and off
the court,” says Eggleston.
In past years, the tennis program has had difficulties producing wins and numbers as a team.
“My freshman year, the team was definitely in the ‘rebuilding’ stage. We had a couple experienced
upperclassmen, but a large portion of the team was young and inexperienced,” adds Eggleston.
“My sophomore year, the team showed significant improvements and gained a few freshmen who
came in with great records from high school. They provided the team with a boost in talent and the
attitude on the team started changing more as we each pushed each other to work harder and
improve.”
With four returning starters on the men’s team, and a majority of the women’s team returning, the
Griffins expect to build on last year’s numbers.

1 of 2

11/7/2012 11:20 AM

Fontbanner - Returning players, off-season training give tennis team a...

http://fontbanner.fontbonne.edu/index.php/stories/comments/retuming...

“We are all excited about this year and looking forward to our coach’s second season as the Head
Coach. We have built a nice team in the last three years, and are looking forward to the coming
season, “ says Eggleston.
The Griffins began their season at Webster University on March 5.
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“Snowpocalypse” strands students, cancels
classes
By Rachel Lalk

‘

April 8, 2011

The text message alert went out at the crack of dawn on Jan. 27. as the first of three snow days in two
weeks began at the University.
While some students braved the cold and spent the day outside, others were less enthusiastic about
the three-foot deep blanket of snow covering the metro area.
“I was held captive in my house because the roads were not safe. I read, watched movies and slept!”
says Senior Erin Makinster.
Classes resumed the following day, but the sky had more suprises in store for the week to come.
On Jan. 30, the storm which would alternately be referred to as the “Snowpocalypse” and
“Snowmageddon” brought on a barrage of sleet and flurries, which began mid-afternoon and lasted
for hours. Evening classes beginning after 3 p.m. were cancelled. With a solid sheet of ice on the
ground, it was clear that no one would be going anywhere for days.

Students enjoyed a third and final day off from classes as notification about the campus closing was
sent out late Tuesday afternoon. Classes resumed Thursday, Feb. 3, after the roads had largely been
cleared.
Director of Residential Life Leslie Johnson sent out a “winter update” e-mail to the Fontbonne
community with precautions about the severe weather to come.
In the e-mail, she noted that some University staff members might be permitted to stay in the empty
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rooms in the residence halls during the storm. Students were assured that meals would be served
regardless of class cancellation.
In the event of the electricity going out, commuter students were urged to go home and asked to take
out-of-state students with them.
Cabin fever soon set in among residents, as even the Dunham Student Activity Center was shut down
during the storm, preventing athletes from working out.
While the storm stirred a lot of commotion in the area, the excitement was short-lived.
Sophomore and California native Cameron Braun was anxious to see snow on campus, but was
disappointed by the hype the storm created.
“Snowmageddon was a bust!” he says.

2 of 2

11/7/2012 11:22 AM

Fontbanner - Strange signs around campus

http://fontbanner.fontbonne.edu/index.php/stories/comments/strange_s...

Strange signs around campus
By Debbie Eckelkamp 1 April 8, 2011

When I’m leaving my apartment in Southwest, I notice a sign on the door of the lobby. It says “Office
Hours.” My first question is “Where are the office hours?” My next question is “Where is the office?”
Said “office” contains nothing but a trashcan and a few couches. Come to think of it, there are many
more signs on this campus that don’t really make much sense. Let me show you what I mean.
Moving on to the first floor of Ryan Hall, we find a sign on the food service door that says, “Caution.
Door opens frequently.” Sorry, but itsn’t that what doors are supposed to do? On second thought,
however, maybe we should put a sign like this on every door here for the number of times I’ve almost
been bopped in the face by someone coming through.
Proceeding down the hall we find another winner. It says, “Bookstore Around Comer.” Yes, there is
a bookstore nearby. No, there is no comer.
As I walk down the hall in the East builing, I see a table with a sign above it that says “History,
Religion, and Philosophy Work Study Table.” The sign has not one, but seven arrows pointing towards
the table below. Seriously? Seven arrows?
On that same floor, I find a door with one of those stickers with a question mark on it. I remember
when I was young and ignorant about the ways of the campus community. I don’t think I ever asked
anyone a question who was wearing that sticker, and I turned out alright (I think).
After my American Literary Renaissance class on the fourth floor of Ryan, I wander down the hall
searching in vain for a restroom. When I eventually find it on the next floor down, I encounter this
sign on the door: “Men’s Restroom One floor down Opposite end of hallway Just past Registrar’s
Office.” Because when looking for the men’s bathroom, one should always check the women’s
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bathroom first.
After successfully exhausting myself looking for a bathroom in Ryan Hall, I make the journey back to
Southwest. I think I’ve earned my right to take the elevator just this once.
When I get in and push the button another sign appears. It says, “Theatre 2nd Floor.” Here, I stop and
think. Southwest only has two floors that are accesible to the public. If someone is going to see a show
and they’ve already entered the elevator, isn’t it just a little too late for a sign?
More strange signage at Fontbonne:

Also, it closes.

Who says men have trouble asking for directions?
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Nothing says higher education like a well-placed smurfette.

If you insist...
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Where?

Barnum & Bailey font: check.

Yes, you.
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Students brave winter weather to attend SOLD
conference
By Debbie Eckelkamp 1 April 8, 2011

"So you think you can lead?" This was the theme for the seventh annual Summit on Leadership
Development (SOLD), a joint effort by Maryville University and Lontbonne.
Due to the snowstorm which occurred right before the Feb. 5 event, however, many students were
unable to attend, including two session leaders.
Other schools that participated included: Maryville, McKindree, St. Louis College of Pharmacy,
University of Missouri-St. Louis, and University of Illinois-Springfield. Several college bound students
also came to enhance their leadership skills.
Students had the opportunity to attend sessions on different aspects of leadership and could choose
between tracks for the “Emerging Leader” and the “Advanced Leader.”
Participants were encouraged, however, to base their decision on their year in school. For instance,
most first and second year students considered themselves emerging leaders while those preparing to
graduate joined the advanced leader track.
After students decided their level, they could choose what session they would attend. The “Emerging
Leader” track offered sessions on conflict resolution, use of technology in leadership, self-reflection,
retreat planning, and lessons about leadership from reality TV.
The “Advanced Leader” track had sessions on personality colors, assertive leadership, and combining
leadership positions and networking for opportunities beyond college.
Students’ reactions to the sessions and the conference as a whole were generally positive.
“It was definitely a good experience. No matter where you go you’ll learn something,” says Maryville
University student Joe Zuniga.
Maryville University roommates April Wenthe and Stephanie Carr had good things to say about the
session about conflict resolution.
“ft was very informative. You get to leam about yourself and how to improve,” Wenthe said. Carr
also enjoyed the opportunity for self-reflection during the event.
Johanna Fleer, junior and Resident Assistant, said she enjoyed learning about the psychology of
personal color preferance.
"I went to True Colors, and I learned not only a lot about myself but I also learned a lot about how to
deal with other “colors.”
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Fleer also found inspiration for her work as an RA at the Homegrown Activities session of the
conference.
“I found that quite interesting because it gave me ideas for programs that are cheap and that residents
would most likely participate in.”
The big hit of the conference was the keynote speaker, Judson Laipply. More commonly known by his
Youtube hit, “The Evolution of Dance,” Laipply spoke to students about the importance of change in
leadership. He also led a session for the “Emerging Leader” track.
Being able to get a nationally known speaker such as Judson Laiplly is one of the benefits of Maryville
and Fontbonne merging their efforts to create SOLD.
Chris Gill, director of student leadership and development, explained that before the two institutions
hosted the SOLD Conference, a leadership workshop was offered exclusively to University students.
Because of concerns about cost, however, the keynote speaker for the event was generally a local.
“I think students appreciate us being able to offer nationally recognized speakers,” Gill says.
Gill seems to be right. Many students enjoyed Laipply’s humor and walked away from the conference
with the message that no matter what happens in life, one should just keep dancing.
“I thought Judson was rockin,’” says junior Melissa Roberts. “He was a great speaker and danced his
face off!”
Junior Kayla Leech was also impressed. “The conference was one of the best events I have been to in
my three years at Fontbonne,” she says.
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Tuition, housing rates expected to rise next
semester
By Elizabeth Brennan

‘

April 8, 2011

In an address at the All-Campus Meeting on Jan. 31, Vice President of Finance and Administration
Gary Zack announced budget changes approved at the Jan. 29th meeting of the Board of Trustees,
including increases for tuition and room and board rates.
Tuition for full-time undergraduates will increase by four percent, to $20,860, while room and board
will increase by three percent, says Zack. Additionally, the Activities Fee will be set at $180, up from
$150.
Zack explained that the changes were made to offset current costs and to parallel other schools’
increases.
He cited Washington University’s plans to also raise its tuition by four percent and says that the
changes are “at or below what others are doing.
The University relies on tuition, room and board for 95 to 96 percent of its revenue, according to
Zack.
The Board has introduced the tuition increases to counteract the “trending down” of total revenue that
includes a 15 percent decrease since the 2008-09 school year. However, University expenses have also
dropped 16 percent from 2008 to match the loss in revenue.
Although University President Dr. Dennis Golden was unable to attend, in a letter delivered by
Executive Vice President Greg Taylor at the beginning of the meeting, Golden noted that the
University is “feeling the effects of the recession.”
Enrollment has declined in the past years, especially in the OPTIONS program. Taylor attributes the
decrease to the combined forces of the state of the economy, a “dramatic increase” in the number of
competing institutions offering degree-completion programs, and increased academic expectations for
applicants.
Since 2008, $4 million has been cut from the University budget. The cuts have come from areas
besides salary and benefit lines, which account for one half of University expenses and the Finance
and Administration Department is seeking creative ways to reduce spending without freezing or
cutting employee salaries. “It’s a challenge,” says Zack.
Although speakers highlighted discouraging aspects of University finances, good news surfaced during
the meeting. Taylor observed that the current jump in junior college attendance rates could result in
swelling numbers of transfer students. Also, the number of international students has increased from
17 students last semester to 20.
The University is undertaking efforts to improve advertising strategies for areas not usually targeted by
the Admissions Office.
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Plans are also underway for a University-wide “Strategic Planning Process,” which Taylor says will
analyze “where our resources go and what the institution reaps in return.”
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Business students take second in local
investment competition
By Carly Reidt l April 28, 2011

Business majors be warned: the bar has been set high for any students hoping to take on the challenge
of competing in next year’s CFA Global IRC.
On Feb. 18, undergraduate business students Ian Lindquist and Charlie Martin and Options business
student Dave Kingston teamed up to take second place in the annual Chartered Financial Analyst
(CFA) Global Investment Research Challenge (IRC), sponsored by the CFA Society of St. Louis. This
was the first time that the University participated in the competition, which according to the team’s
advisor, Howard Griffin, “makes it doubly
impressive.”
Washington University took first place in the competition, St. Louis University took third, and the
University of Missouri-St. Louis took fourth. This was also the first time that the city of St. Louis
participated in the challenge.
Preparations for the competition began in September. The University needed at least three students
interested in competing in order to form the team, which was then assigned a mentor and advisors.
The team was only allowed to spend six hours total with their mentor, Ed Sunder, a retired equity
analyst and former president of the CFA Society of St. Louis, and 10 hours total with their advisors,
Assistant Professor of Finance Howard Griffin and adjunct faculty member Mark Cannon. There was a
maximum of five members per team.
The participating teams had to analyze ESCO Technologies, a local company, in both a written report,
which was submitted on November 22 to the Report Review Committee, and an oral presentation,
which was presented to a panel of judges, faculty members, and advisors on February 18 at Wells
Fargo in St. Louis. All of the teams were given the same amount of information about ESCO
Technologies, and Kingston, Lindquist, and Martin also had the opportunity of meeting with the CFO
of the company in addition to the information that they received.
According to Lindquist, a large amount of research went into producing the 42-page paper, and the
oral presentation consisted of a 15-slide PowerPoint that was derived from the written report. The
team had 10 minutes to present, all while being judged on their argument, poise, use of resources,
ability to answer questions, and the materials presented. “They didn’t give us standards for what they
wanted with the presentation,” says Lindquist. “We went more with the financial side.”
Lindquist explained that he and his teammates evaluated ESCO Technologies by using the company’s
balance sheet and income statement and determining how much ESCO is valued compared to over
nine hundred of its peers. The team used this data to predict how successful ESCO will be in the
future.
There was some speculation concerning Washington University’s first-place win. “They had five team
members and we had three,” Lindquist says. “We were at a slight disadvantage.” Washington
University’s team will continue on in the Americas Regional competition on April 7 in Omaha,
Nebraska.
All controversy concerning Washington University’s team personnel aside, Lindquist and Martin are
both pleased with their team’s second-place win. “I highly recommend it,” said Martin. “It’s a great
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resume builder.”
Lindquist agreed. “Overall it was a good experience,” he says.
The team’s advisors were both proud of the results as well. “I was thrilled -but not shocked- to see the
Fontbonne team take second place,” says Cannon. “Charlie, Ian, and Dave put in a lot of effort, and
their performance reflected their hard work.”
The winners of the Regional competitions will compete on April 8 in the Global Investment Research
Challenge Final in Omaha.
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The day Fontbonne stood still
>

April 28, 2011
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Dog With Long Tongue Comes to Campus
By Zach Kassman 1 April 28, 2011

Look at it!
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Friday Adventure!
By Carly Reidt

‘

April 28, 2011

I love Fridays!
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Getting their heads in the game: the debate over
women’s lacrosse gear
By Rachel Lalk 1 April 28, 2011

“You play ball like a girl!”
The meaning of this epithet, which first appeared in the 1993 film “The Sandlot,” is coming under
closer scrutiny lately after two teenage women's lacrosse players suffered concussions. The girls were
benched for the rest of the season, and missed out on months of school. Unlike men’s lacrosse, the
sport does not require the use of helmets by players.
The issue was covered in ESPN’s E:60 magazine.
Some are advocating for more protective gear for the women players, as some reports say that the
sport is becoming too rough, and the coaches and referees cannot be fully responsible for maintaining
the safety of the game.
Others assert that adding a helmet to the uniform will influence the players to hit harder and risk more
severe injuries. Lea Lamatina, head coach of the women’s team, agrees with this view.
She explains that early in her career, goggles were not associated with the sport. However, within a
few years protective eye pieces became mandatory. Lamatina noticed a reaction to the new piece of
equipment: The coach believes women played harder because they were allotted the opportunity, and
helmets would merely be an amplification of those negative effects.
Admitting that the men’s sport is more inherently violent, Lamatina says, “If helmets became
mandatory, women’s finesse style of lacrosse would disappear and everyone would play the brutal
men’s style.”
Lamatina’s team takes the same approach in the helmet debate. Marisa Williams, midfielder, and
attackers Courtney Russell and Mary Alice Pierce agree that helmets would only increase aggressive
behavior rather than alleviate the number of injuries.
Williams says helmets would not secure the safety of the game. She would rather increase player
awareness of what is safe and unsafe. “Referees need to be held accountable for knowing the rules
and making appropriate calls.”
“Coaches also have the responsibility to teach their players how to play safely,” she adds.
Fearing more equipment and rules will disrupt the original nature and intent of the game, Pierce says
the sport is safe enough without the addition of helmets. Unless more physicality is wanted, a team
should stick to the regular safety precautions and the use of goggles.
Sophomores and midfielders, Riley O’Neil and Cameron Braun, oppose Lamatina’s view on preserving
the sport’s finesse. "I feel that girls should wear gloves and a helmet, the rules are very different but
the physicality of the sport is becoming more like the men’s game,” says O’Neil. He adds that more
injuries are inevitable, but helmets still work to prevent any serious issues.
Braun also notes how different women’s lacrosse is compared to men’s. However, he’s ready to see a
change in the intensity of the women’s game. “I would totally be for them wearing helmets and hitting
each other. I feel that it is too easy to score when it is not a contact sport,” says Braun. He adds that
while more competition would a good change of pace, some girls may lose interest if it becomes too
much of a contact sport.
The men’s team stands 2-8-0. O’Neil says he is confident the team will improve, however, over the
season. “Our men’s team is finding itself. We lost a lot of seniors last year and are having a rebuilding
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year. We are very young and make a lot of mistakes, but we will mature as the season goes on.”
Braun, shares the same sentiments, expressing a lot of faith in the team to remain strong during the
rough season. “We are a heavy sophomore team, and we are lacking leadership on the field. On the
other hand, if everyone steps up to their level during the game we come together very nicely as a
team.” Braun says that the team’s defense is its biggest strength, with “two amazing goalies” as its
foundation.
The first conference game is May 7 with only a few games left for preparation. The Griffins need to
keep their focus on being a strong team and falling in line behind a leader. With the right guidance, the
team could go far in their conference games.
The women’s team picked up a win over spring break, leaving the team at 4-6-0. This season, the
team will play in their first conference. With the first conference game approaching, Pierce says the
next games will be a test for the team, and they have very high expectations.
Russell and Williams see a connection in the team this year, and communication is key to their
success. “We come together as a team, practice as a team, and win as a team!” says Williams.
Lamatina says that even though the team has progressed, the women are still searching for that one
thing to define them as a team. “I’m really hoping we’ll be known as a blue collar, grind it out, never
say die sort of team.” She strives to see the team succeed in their goal of consistency and focus for the
full sixty minutes of each game.
Achieving that goal will make them a force to be reckoned with in the MWLC, says Lamatina, no
helmets required.
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Minds of Peace Conference brings panel of
Palestinians and Israelis to Fontbonne
By Zach Kassman ■’ April 28, 2011

From January 22-24, Fontbonne University hosted the Minds of Peace Experiment.
The purpose of the Experiment was to get the public involved in the peace-making process between
Israelis and Palestinians.
The negotiations lasted ten hours and took place over three days. They featured a discussion panel of
professors from the University of Missouri St. Louis, which was moderated by one Palestinian, Mazen
Badra and an Israeli, Dr. Sapir Handelman. The other ten panelists were split into two delegations
consisting of five Israelis and five Palestinians.
During these three days many controversial issues were addressed, and at times the atmosphere in the
room could become very tense. Issues such as borders and checkpoints found the two
sides disagreeing sharply.
At times, the discussion became so heated that many people in the audience thought the whole
experiment was going to come to an abrupt end. There were multiple times where each delegation
needed to take a five or ten minute recess to collect themselves and try to agree upon a point that they
could bring to the table.
Despite the disagreements, some middle ground was achieved. It was agreed that a two-state solution
is neccessary, and that the education systems of each should not incite violence or hatred towards the
other.
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Softball named preseason pick
By Debbie Eckelkamp 1 April 28, 2011

Photo: Cassandra Bremer

The Griffins softball team was recently announced as the pre-season favorite in the St. Louis
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (SLIAC) Coaches’ Poll.
The winner is selected by the head coaches in the league, who vote for the team they think will finish
the season in the top spot based on the team’s performance last year and other factors.
“It means a lot [to be the pre-season pick] and I like to think that people respect us as coaches and the
players we have,” says Griffins head coach Bill Rosner.
The softball program has come a long way since Rosner’s first season as head coach with the Griffins.
“If you look at our [the seniors’] first season, we won eight games, and now what we’ve come to is
amazing in my mind. Now we’re ranked first in the preseason bids,” Senior Brittany Kim says.
Rosner, who served as the assistant coach for the team under John Conway for four years before a
short stint at Saint Louis University, tries to bring stability and discipline to the program. He explains
that he has tried to make Fontbonne’s softball program as good as one at any other school by doing
things right on and off the field.
Accomplishing this requires plenty of teamwork among coaching staff, says Rosner, who is backed by
Associate Head Coach Mike Akers, Assistant Coach Taylor Rosner, Pitching Coach Randi Null-Davis,
and Infield Coach Andie Allen. “I am surrounded by quality people on and of the field,” Rosner says.
Players are not only expected to bring their best to games and practices, but also to the
classroom. Each player submits grade reports that are signed by professors and include their
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participation and progress in class. The team helps one another with tutoring and study groups. “Half
our team is in the same majors, so we’re in the same classes and help each other out,” senior Amy
Simon says.
Their dedication to academics has led to the softball program’s outstanding GPA last year: for the 2010
season, the Griffins received honors for having the second highest GPA in the country for Division III
with an average of 3.535. They finished behind Washington University, which held a 3.549 average.
The team also participates in community service, such as wrapping Christmas presents for a local
organization during the holiday season.
The team makes goals for itself at the beginning of the year, writing a “mission statement” and signing
a “contract.” All the players have a laminated copy of their contracts with one another. Some of the
goals for the season include having the highest GPA in Division III, winning Conference, winning the
SLIAC tournament, going to regionals, and having seniors graduate on the playing field. “I’m looking
forward to putting our past successes together,” says Junior Samantha Rosner.
For the 2010 season, the Griffins finished second in Conference and won the SLIAC tournament.
Individual members of the team had an outstanding season as well. Two players, Amy Simon and Katy
Mueller, were named to the National Fastpitch Coaches Association (NFCA) Louisville Slugger
All-Midwest Region Honorable Mention Team.
Simon was also named SLIAC tournament MVP. Simon and Mueller, now an alumna, earned First
Team All-Conference honors. The team finished with a 24-17 record overall. Seniors Brittany Kirn
and Stephanie Wilson and sophomore Kourtney VonBehren were named to the Second Team
All-Conference honors. Alumna Samantha Pecher earned Honorable Mention All-Conference Honors
along with junior Alyssa Akers and senior Amanda Beaver.
Rosner, who is looking forward to this season, says the team has a “green light policy” and it going
“full speed ahead.” They look forward to playing challenging opponents. Some of the most
anticipated games of the season are those against Washington University and Webster University.
Rosner also wants to present Fontbonne as a quality program and a quality school in the St. Louis
market. So far, the strategy appears to be working. “We’ve gotten some new players in key
positions,” Amy Simon says. “We hope we’ll be able to click well with them.”
The ladies started out their season with a win during their spring break trip to Florida. They beat the
University of Chicago 11-2 and followed it with another victory over Union College 12-2. They lost to
Tufts University 10-7 and Luther College 7-0, but finished the week in high spirits as they won against
Carroll University 2-1, Grinnell College 8-0, 13
Washington and Jefferson College 5-0.

ranked University of Wisconsin-Whitewater 3-1, and

The Griffins have a lot to look forward to this season if their early success continues. “I am looking
forward to applying all of our off season efforts into what we have worked hard for: winning softball
games. I like that our program is intense and goal oriented; everyone knows what is expected of them
as an individual, as well as, on the team level,” says Senior Amanda Beaver.
Rosner said that the players make a commitment to “do whatever it takes to be successful” and “play
with confidence.”
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Tony Early speaks at Writer’s Reading Series
By Debbie Eckelkamp A April 28, 2011

With his slight Southern accent and formal suit, author Tony Earley came off as the perfect gentleman
when he visited the University on March 3 in the Lewis Room of the Taylor Library to read one of his
works. He then warned his audience that he was about to do something he had never done before read swear words at a Catholic University.
Earley, author of "Jim the Boy" and professor at Vanderbilt University, was on campus as a speaker for
the Writer’s Reading Series, which is sponsored by the Fontbonne Community Connection and the
University’s English department. He read '‘Haunted Castles of the Barrier Islands,” an unpublished
work, to attendees of the event.
The story begins as a narrative chronicling a normal day for a couple visiting their only daughter in
college, then morphs into the main character’s account of how his life seemed to be slipping away. The
plot had a serious tone, but also included small doses of relatable humor. For instance, the narrator
was annoyed by his daughter’s constant texting during dinner.
“His story was very candid and descriptive. You not only get a vivid image of the story, but you feel
as if you are in the shoes of the character speaking,” says Junior Kelly Doyle.
Earley did his reading of “Haunted Castles of the Barrier Islands” on Thursday evening and came back
to campus for an open discussion the next day. English professors Vince Willoughby and Anthony
Connolly were both struck by Earley’s candidness about himself and his writing.
“[Earley] impressed me with his openness and lack of pretension,” Willoughby said. “He struck me as
a great writer who thankfully does not adopt a Great Writer attitude.”
Connolly says Earley “was willing to open himself up so completely to the Fontbonne University
audience both through his work, a hilarious and touching short story, but also through his own
admission of personal failings.”
“He also was willing to discuss his depression, a mental illness he has had for most of his adult life,”
Connolly says. It makes him the writer he is, one that is not interested in literary pyrotechnics, but
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instead interested in story and character; makes him a writer who doesn't find himself at the desk
every day fulfilling the mythological task of putting pen to paper every day.”
For not writing every day, Earley certainly is an accomplished author. Other works by him include
“Here We Are in Paradise,” “Jim the Boy,” “The Blue Star,” and “Somehow Form a Family: Stories
That Are Mostly True.”
He has also written short stories that have appeared in Harper’s, Esquire, The New Yorker, The
Oxford American, The New York Times Book Review, Tin House, Best American Short Stories, and
New Stories from the South.
Recently elected to the Fellowship of Southern Writers (FSW), the North Carolina native writes
prolific stories about life in the south. In 1997 he received the honor of being on Granta’s list of the 20
best young American novelists. He also won a National Magazine Award in 1994 for his short story,
“The Prophet from Jupiter.”
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University Responds to Earthquake in Japan
By Elizabeth Brennan J April 28, 2011

During a quiet lunch hour in Ryan Hall on April 13, students, faculty, and staff thronged to a folding
table on the first floor hallway cluttered with brightly-colored origami cranes and donation boxes.
The money collected from sales of paper crane-making lessons and “Hope for Japan” rubber bracelets
supported the efforts of the Red Cross in assisting victims of the March 11 earthquake and resulting
tsunami in Japan.
The event was organized by a conglomerate of the International Affairs Office, the Student
Government Association, the Student Affairs Office, Campus Ministry, and individuals such as John
Baken, University librarian, and Ryohei Yoshioka, a student at the University, causing Rebecca Bahan,
Director of International Affairs, to say, “We pulled it all together...the whole Fontbonne community
is behind it,”
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Although fundraiser advertisements heavily promoted red rubber bracelets that would be sold for $3
during the week-long fundraiser, the bracelets were not sold the first two days of the event because
their order did not arrive on-campus until Wednesday.
“People were disappointed when we didn’t have them,” says Liina Toomla, a graduate student.
Despite the lack of bracelets to sell, the combined total of donations for Monday and Tuesday
surpassed $100. The University's giving impressed Bahan. “The Fontbonne community is very
generous,” she says.
The eight Japanese International students who attended the University for the previous semester have
alerted their friends at the University via Facebook that they and their families are safe after the
quakes and subsequent aftershocks in their home city of Tokyo. “We don’t have a normal life yet,”
wrote Kimiko Miyakawa, however. Miyakawa is sophomore at Hosei University in Tokyo, in an email
interview. “Planned power cuts still remain in a lot of places, and distribution is disturbed,” he says.
Yurie Tamura, also a sophomore at Hosei, added that, “Many stores and restaurants are sav[ing]
electricity and water.” Says Miyawaki, “[In the] work place... people are going back to work but some
service industries have made their business hours shorter to save electricity. The trains are running, but
they have changed the timetable [so that] the number of trains per day is smaller than before to save
electricity.”
However, Miyakawa also spoke of the conditions in other areas of Japan, saying “people who live in
bad places are still suffering. They can't go back to their homes because they don't have their home
any more because of the tsunami... And I've been hearing they can't eat a lot because of the shortage
of food. People are trying to carry food [to them], but it's difficult to get there because of [earthquake
damage].”
Residential areas of Tokyo were also impacted, and Hosei sophomore Ayuchi Watanabe reported that,
“there is a Costco near my house, and we often use it! But the slope which connects to the parking lot
broke down... It was pretty scary.”
In addition to road damage, buildings such as Hosei University also sustained damage, which has
affected the timing of the beginning of the school year in Japan.
“The big classrooms of my university broke down, and it is taking time to be fixed... So the school year
is going to start in May which usually starts in April, Wantanabe says.
Because they live far away from Fukusima, these students have not been evacuated from their homes
to avoid leaked radiation from the Fukusima nuclear plant, although according to Miyakawa, some
restrictions to protect citizens from the radiation have been recently been issued, including the banning
of tap water for infants.
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